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TLLRAEKAKARAKLKARKEKAKES 
To the Right Honorable the 


Lords and Commons &Afſemblediin 


The hun. ble advice of the Aſſembly of 
Divines, now ſittirg by Ordinance 
of Parliament at weſiminfier, concerning 


( hurch-Governmert, 


The Preface, 


Eſus Chriſt, upon whoſe ſhoulCers the government 

is, 1ſa.9.6,7.whoſe name is called wenderiul,Ccun- 
tllor, the Mighty Gco, tte cverl;ſtivg Fatker, the 
Piince of Peace,or the encreaſe of whoſe Goveir.ment 
ad Pezce itere ſhall teno end, wtofits upen the 
throne of David, and upcn. his kingdcre to orcer it, 
and to «ſſh it with 'udgerent and 
Vat,2e, ons , frcm kenceforth even for ever, 
18,19,20 bHavirg all pcwer given unto hjm in Eeca- 
E16.1.2c, venardin Earth ty the Faiker, who reit- 
£1,22,73, cdhim fticm the ceac,, and ſet him cn his 
«npared cwn Ric bt Band, tar akove all Frincipa- 
with Exke, ities ard Pewer, ard Might ard Den 1- 
68,11. &. nicn, ard every N:n.e that is named, net 
tſa.68.18, crely in this Werld, tut allo in thar 
whichis toccme, ar. d'put all things nn- 
erlis feet, andgavebimto te the head over all 


ltirgs tothe Church, which is tis Ecdy, ihe fulreſs 
(tim that filleth all in all; He kecing alcended up 
kr atoveall Heavens, that-hem'ght fill 21] ihirgs , 
lcceived gifts for his Church, ard gave cffices neceſia- 
ly for the ecification of his Church , ard perfeQtirg 
ofhis Saints, 'Az « "on 


(4) 


Of the Charch. 


T*Here is one Generall Church viſible heldforthin 
the New Teſtament, Cor. 12.12,13.28, topether 
with the reſt of the Chapter. | 
The Miniſtry , Oracles and Ordinances of the ney 
Teſtament , are given by Jeſus Chriſt to the Generd 
Church vitible , for the gathering and perfetting ofit 
in this lite until his ſecond coming, Cor, 22.28, Eyb, 
4.4,5- compared with veyſe 20,11,12,13,T5,16, of the 
{ame Chapter. 
Particular viſible Churches , Members of the Ge- 
neral Church, are alſo held forth in the New Teſts 
ment, G./, 1,21,22. Rev.I. 4, 20, and Rev. 2, 8. Parti, 
cular C: rches in the Primitive times were made up 
of viſible Saints , viz, Of ſuch as being of age, pro 
feſſed faith in Chriſt,, and obedience unto Chriſt, ac: 
cording to the Rule of Faith and Life taught by Elrit 
and his Apoſtles ; And of their children , A#s 2.3% 
41. Aﬀs 2. verſe laſt,, compared with As 5.14. 1 (nr 
I.2 « compared with rhe 2 Corin:h, 9g. 13. Aﬀs 23% 
x Ccr,7.14-Rom. 11.16. and ſo forward , Mark 10.14 
compared with Matth. t9. ver. 13, 14,1 18.ve.15,16 


Of the Officers of the Church. 


7T= Officers which Chriſt hath appointed forthe 
edification of his Church, and the perfeCting 6 
the Saints, are, 

Some extraordinary , as Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and 
Prophets, which are ceaſed. 

Others ordinary and perpetual, as Paſtors, Teact- 
ers,and other Church-Governors and Deacons. 


Paſtors, 
J- Paſtor is an ordinary and perpetual Officer 


A the Church , Fer.3.15,16;27. Prophecying oft 
tire of the Golpel, x Pet.5, 3,34, Eph. 4el LE 
\ l 
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Firſt, it belongs to his office 

To pray for and with his flock, as the mouth of 
the people unto God , Ag.6.2, 3,44: 20.236. Where 
Preaching and Prayer are joyned as fcverall parts of 
the ſame office, Jam.5.14,15. 'The Office of the Elcer, 
that is-the Paſtor, is to pray tor the ſick, even in 
private, to which a bleſſing. is eſpecially. promiſed, 
much more. therefore ought he to pertorm this in the 
ck m_ ution of his office as a part rhereof, 1 Cor; 
verſe 15. 16. | 
I read the Scripture publickly , for the proof of 
whichz JET 

1.That the Prieſts and Levites in the Jewiſh Church, 


- | were truſted with the publick reading of the Word, 
i | asis proved , Dexzt.31,9,10, I. Neb. 8.1,2, and 13. 


2, That the Miniſters of the Goſpel have as ample 
a &harrve and Cormiflion to diſpence the Word as 
yell as other Ordinances, as the Prieſts and Levites 
bad under the Law proved, Iſa. 66.21. Mat, 23. 34. 
where our Saviour intituleth the Officers of the new - 
Teſtament whom he will ſend forth by the ſame names 
ofthe Teachers of the old. | 

Which Propoſitions prove, that therefore ( the 
duty being of a moral nature)it followeth by juſt con- 
ſequence, that the publick reading of the Scriptures 
belongeth to the Paſtors Office. 

To feed the Flock by preaching of the Word accor. 
ding to which he is to teach, convince, reprove, cx- 
hort and comfort, 1 Tim.3.2. 2 Tim.3.16,17.T3t.1.9. 

To Chatechiſe, which is a plain laying down the 
Principles of the Oracles of God, Heb.5. 12. or of the - 
DotQtrine of Chriſt, and is a part of Preaching. 

To deſpence other divine Myſteries, 1 Cor.4.1,2. 

To adminiſter the Sacraments, Mat.28. 19,20. Mark, 
an; oa 6, 1 Cor. 18. 23,24, 25. compared with 1 Cor. 
10,10, 

To bleſs the people from God, Nam.6.23,24,25,26. . 
compared with Rev,14.5. ( where the ſame bleſlings 
and Perſons from whom they come are expreſly men- 
tioned ) Iſa, 66. 21, Where under the names of Prieſts 
| A3 and... 
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a1d Levites to be continued under the G-ſpel, are 
meant Evangelicall Paſt>rs,who therefore are by of. 
fi-e to bleſs the pe>ple,Dex.10,8.2Co.13,14.Eph.1.2, 

To take care oF the pyor, AG I 1.30.@* 4434,35,36, 
27,79 6.2,3,4. 1 Cor 16.1,2,3,4. Cal. 2,9,10. 

And he hath alſo a rulinz-power over the Flock as 
a Paſtor,1 Tim.5.17, As 20 .17.and a8. x Thef.s 12, 
Heb.13.7. 17s 


Teacher or Dotor. 


$ on Scripture doth hold out the name and title of 
Teache:, as well as of the Paſtor, t Cor, 12.verl, 
285.Epbeſ. 4. verſe IT, 

Vino is alfo a Min'ſter of the Word as well as the 
Paſtor, and hath power of adminiſtration oi the $a- 
craments, 

The Lord haviag given diferent gires, and divers 
exerciſes accordi 1g to theſ> gifcs, in the Miniſtry df 
the Word, Rm.12.6,7,3, « Cor 12,1,1,5,6,7. Though 
theſe diferent gifts may meet in, and accordingly be 
exerciied ty one and the ſame Miniter, 1 Cor. 14 
2Tim 4.2.Tit.t .9.yet where be ſeveral Miniſters in the 
Cime Conzregation, they may be deſigned to ſeveral 

1 ploymen:s,accordia7 to the diffe-eat gifcs in which 
each of th2m doth m 5ſt exce!, Rom 12.6,7,3. 1Þct.4- 
1:,1t.And he that doth more excel in expoſition of 
Scripture, in teaching ſonnd D vtrine, and in con- 
vincing giin-ſayers, then he doth in application, and 
is accordingly imployed therein, may be called a 
Teacher or D>&or ( the places alledged by the No- 
tation of the Word doth prove-the Propoſition ; ) 
n2vertheleſs,where-is but one Miniſter in a particular 
Congrezation, he is to perform, ſo far as he is able, 
the whotework of the Miniſtry, as aypeareth in the 
2.T:m,4-2, T3t.r.9;before alle iged, r Tim.n.2; 
A Teacher or Do&t Ir is of moſt excellent uſeit 


Schools an&Univerlities, as of old in the Schools of 
the Prophets, and at Feruſalem, where Gamalie! and 
_ others taught as Doctors. . 
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Other Chavch-Goveynoxs, 


5 there were in the Jewiſh Church-Flders of the 
Al proote, joned with the Prieſts and Levires 12 
the Government of the Church ( as appeareth in the 
» Chron. 19.3,9, to.) So Chriſt, who hath inftituted 2 
Government , and Governors Ecclehiaftjcal in the 
Church, hath furniſhed ſome in his Church, beſide the 
Miniſters of the Word, with gifts for Government, 
and with Commiſſion to execute the ſame when cal- 
led therennto, who are to joyn with the Minifter in 
the Government of the Church,Rom.12.7,8.1 Cor, 12. 
28.which Officers reformed Churches commonly call 


Elder s. | 


Deacons. 


T8 Scripture doth hold out Deacons as diftint 
Officers in the Church.Ph1.1.1.1 Tim 3,8. whoſe 
Office is perpetual, ys Tim.3.8.to ver. 15. A@#.6.1,2,3, 
4. To whoſe Office it belongs not to Preach the 
Word or adminiſter the Sacraments, but to take ſpe- 


{ cial care in diſtributing to the neceſſities of the poor, 


Aﬀs 6.1,2,3,4-and the verſes following. 


Of partioulay Congregationse 


T is lawful and expedient that there be fixed Con- 

gregations, that is, a certain company of Chriſti. 
ans to meet in one Aſſembly ordinarily for publick 
Worſhip. When Beleevers multiply to ſuch a num- 
ber,that they cannot conveniently meet in one place, 
It is lawful and expedient that they ſhould be divi- 
ded into diſtin& and fixed Congregations, for the 
betteradminiſtration of ſuch Ordinances as belong 
unto them, and the diſcharge of mutual duties, s Cor. 


| 14.26.Let all things be done unto edifying, and verſes 


3-& 40, 
' The ordinary way of dividing Chriſtians into di- 
ſtin& Congregations, and moſt expedient for edifica- 
tion, is þy the reſpective bounds of their dwellings, 
A 4 Virft 


e8) 
Firſt, Becauſe they who dwell together,being bound 
* toall kind of Moral duties one to another, have the 
better opportunity thereby to diſcharge 
Dex.t5.74 them; which Moral tye 1s perpetual; for 
11x, Chriſt came not to deſtroy the Law, but 
Mat.22, to fulfill it. even 
39. $econdly, The Communion of Saints 
Hat. 5.17, muſt be ſo ordered as my ſtand with the 
moſt convenient uſe of the Ordinances, 
and diſcharge of Moral duties without reſpeQ of per. 
ſons, 1 Cor, 14+ 26« Let all things be done unto edifymng, 
Heb.10.24,25.Fames 2.12, x ; ; 
Thirdly, The Paſtor and people muſt ſo nearly c- 
habite together, as that they may mutually perform 
their duties each to other with moſt conveniency, *. 
= this company ſome muſt be ſet apart to beat 
Othices. ON | 


Of the Officers of a particular Congregation. © 


T2.70r Officers in a fingle Congregation, there ought 
to be one at the leaſt, both to labour in the Word 
and Doctrin, and to rule, Prov.29,18. 1 Tims 5. 1% 
Heb.n3.7. 
It is alſo requiſite, that there ſhould be others to 
Joyn in Government, I Cor. 12,28, | | 
And likewiſe it is requiſite, that there be others to 
take ſpecial care for the reliet of the poor , AF 82,3 
The number of each of which is to be proportioned 
according to the condition of the Congregation. 
Theſe Officers are to meet together at convenient 
and ſer times, for the-well ordering of the affairs of 
that Congregation , each according to his Office.. 
It is moſt expedient, that in theſe meetings, one, 
whoſe Office is to labour in the Word and Dodrine, 
do moderate in their proceedings, 1 Tim.5,17. 


Of the Ordinances in a particular Congregations 


He Ordinances in a ſingle Congrepgation,are Prif- 
er, Thankſgiving,and finging of Pſalmes, 1-Tim, 
- V:8.T Co 14,15, 16. The Word read (although thete 


follow no immediate explication.of what is:read ) the 
wor 
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word expounded and applyed, chatechiſing, the Sacra. 
ments adminiſtred, Collection made for the poor, dif. 
miſſing the people with a bleſling., 


' Of Church Government,and the ſeveral ſorts of Aſſem- 
blies for the ſame, | 


Boone hath inſtituted a Government,and Gover- 
nors Eccleſiaſtical in the Church, to that purpoſe 
the Apoſtles did immediately receive the keys from 
the hand of Jeſus Chriſt,and did uſe and exerciſe them 
nall the Churches of the world upon all occaſions. 

And Chriſt hath ſince continually furniſhed ſome in 
his Church with gifts of government, and with cumil- 
hon to execute the ſame when called thereunto. 

It is lawful and agreeable to the Word of Gad,thar. 
the Church be governed by ſeveral ſorts of aſſemblies, 
which are Congregational, Claſlical, and Synodical, 


Of the Power in Common of all theſe Aſſemblies, 
[7 is lawful and agreeable to the word of God, that 
the ſeveral Aſſemblies,before mentioned,have pow- 
& to convent and call before them any perſon within 
their ſeveral bounds, whom the Eccleſiaſtical buſineſs, 
which is before them,doth concern, proved by Mat. 


Chap. 1 t 

They have power to hear and determine ſuch cau- 
ſes and differences as do orderly come before them. 

It is lawfnl and agreeable to the word of God, that 


c | Ulthe ſaid Aſſemblies have ſome power to diſpence - 


Clurch-cenſures. ]. . 


- Of Congregational Aſſemblies, that is, The meeting of * 
the ruling Officers of a particular Congregat ion for - 
the Government ny 


] He ruling officers ofa particular congregation : 

& have power authoritatively, to call before them 

ay-member of the congregation, as they ihall fee juſt : 
On, . F 


AS5. To - 


C10) , 

"To inquire into the knowledg and ſpiritual &x+- 
of the ſeveral members of the Congregation, 

To admoniſh and rebuke. 

Which three branches are proved by Heb.131, 
1 Theſ. 5.12,13, Ezeks34, 4. x 

Authoritative ſuſpention from the Lords Table, 
of a perſon not yet caſt out of the Church, is agree. 
able to the Scripture. 

Firſt,.. Becaute the Ordinance it ſelf muſt not he 
prophaned. 

Secondly, Becauſe we are charged to withdray 
from theſe that walk diſorderly. x 

Thirdly, Becauſe of the great ſin and danger, both 
to him that comes unworthily, and alto to the whole 
Church, Mat,7.6.2 Theſ,3.6, r 4, 15. I Cor.11.22. to 
the end of the chap- compared with Fude ve. 23. Tin; 
5-22. And there was power and authority under the 
Old Teſtament , to keep unclean perions from holy 
things, Levit. £3.5.Numb.9,7.2 Chron.23.19. 

The like power, and authority, by way of Analoyy, 
continues under the New Teſtament. 

The Ruling Officers of a particular Congregation, 


haye. power authoritatively to ſuſpend from 'tle | 


Lords Table a perſon not yet caſt out of the Church | 
Firſt, Becaule thoſe who have authority to Jud 
of, and admit ſuch as are fit to receive the Sacri- 
ment, have authority to keep back ſuch as ſhall be 
found unworthy. > 
Secondly, Becauſe it is an Eccleſiaſtical bufineſs of 
ordinary praQite belonging to-that Congregation-. 
When Congregations are divided and fixed, they 
need all mntual help one from another, both in re- 
gard of their intrinſecal weakneſſes and mutual de- 
pend:.e 3 As alſo, in regard of enemies from with- 


out. 
Of Claſſical Aſſemblies. 
He Scripture doth hola out a Presbytery 114 


"Church, both in the firſt Epiſtle to Tim, Chaps | 


ver.84, and 1n Acts u 3-verſes 2,440. 
A Pce>bytery comiterh of Miniſters of the Wor 
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ublick Officers as are agreeable to, 


and warranted by the word of God, to be Church 
Governors, to jJoyn with the Miniſters in the Govern- 


| ment of the Church, as appeareth, Rom.12.7,8. 1 Cor. 


12.25, 

The Scripture doth hold forth, that many parti- 
cular Congregations may be under one Presbyterial 
Governments 

This Propoſition is proved by inſtances. 


1. Firſt, Of the Church of Feruſa/em , which con- 


| fſteth of more Congregations then one, and all theſe, 


Congregations were under one Pres>yteriat Ggvern- 
ment. This appeareth thus, .. | 
I. Firſt, The Church of Ferzſalem conſiſteth of 


; | more Congregations then one, as is manifeſt, fit, 


By the multitude of Belcevers mentioned in divers, 
Both before the diſperſion of the Releeverse there 


by meanes of the perſecution (mentioned in thg Aﬀs* , 


of the Apoſtles, Chap, 8, inthe beginning, thereof) 
witneſs Chap.8.verſe 86. aud 2. ve 41,46,47- and 4 4. 
and 5,14.and Chap. &cof the ſame book of the At,” 
werſes ,7s 

And alfo after the diſperſion, As 9. 31. Chap.12. 
4.and Chap.2L. wer 20.0f the ſame book. + 

Secondly, By the many Apoſtles aud-other Preach- 
ers in the Church of Feruſalem; .. And if there were 
but one Congregation there, then each . Apoſtle 
preached but ſeldom 3 which will not conſiſt with 
Chap. 6. verſe 2.0f the ſame book. of the As. of the. 
Apoſtles... 
Thirdly, The diverſity of languages amoneft the 
Beleevers. , mentioned hoth in- the ſecond and xth. 
Chapters of the Ads, doth argue more Congregations 
then one in-that Church . - 
2, Secondly, All thoſe Congregations were under 


2 


114 
1.8 


rds 
nd 


one Presbyterial Government, becauſe 3 Firſt, They 

were one Church, Ads 8.1, and Chaptcr 2,4 ,7.. com- 

pared with Chap. 5.21. and 13.5. and 25: 4 of the. 

lame book. . 

\ Secondly, tie Elders of the Church are mentioned, 
AGGS.» 


- 
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DAtts 1130.& 15,4,0,22.& 21,17,18. of the ſame book 

Thirdly,The Apoſtles did the ordinary AQts ofPref. 
byt ers, as Presbyters in that Kirk, which proveth a 
Presby terial Church betore the diſperſion, Aﬀs 6, 

Fourti:ly, The ſeveral congregations in' Feruſalen 
being one church,the Elders of that church are menti. 
oned as meeting together for Atts of Government At, 
1 I. 30. and 15. 4, 6, 22.and 21.1708. and ſo forward, 
which proves, that thoſe ſeveral, congregations were: 
under one Presbyterial Government, 


And whether theie congregations were fixed or not } 


fixed,in regard of Officers or Members, it is all ohe x 
to the truth of the Propoſition. | 
Nor doth there appear any material difference be: 
| twixt the ſeveral congregations in Ferz/alem, and the 
many congregations now in the ordinary condition of 
the church,as to the point of fixedneſs required of Of. 
ficers or Members. 4 
Thirdly, Therefore the Scripture doth hold forth, 
that many congregations may be under one Presbyte- 
rial Government. 
ſi Secondly,By the inſtance of the Church of Epheſi, 
or, 


1. That they were more congregations then one ' 


the Church of Epheſus , appears by As 20, 31. where 
1s mention of Paws continuance at Epheſivs in Preath- 
ing for the ſpace of three years:and .At#s 19.18,19,20, 
where rhe ſpecial effe&t of the word is mentioned, an 

verſe 20, and 17. of the ſame Chapter, where is a di- 
frin&tion of Fews and Greeks, and « Coy. 16, $,9-wherea 
reaſon of Pars ſtay at Epheſus until Pentecoſt, and wer. 
19.where is mention of a particular Church in the 


houſe of Aquila and Priſcilla then at Epheſw, as ap- | 


pears As 48.19,24,26; all which laid rogether doth | 


prove,that the multitudes of Beleevers did make more | 


congregations then one in the Church of Epheſ#e. 
2, That there were many Elders over theſe mat 
congregations, as one Flock, appeareth, As 20. 17, 


25,28,30,36,37. | 


2-That theſe many congregations were one Chyret, | 


; al 
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and that they were under one Presbyterial Govern- 
ment, appeareth, Rev.20 the firſt ſx verſes, joyned with 

As 20,17,18. 

Of Synodical Aſſemblies, 
e Scripture doth hold vut another ſort of Aſ- 
ſemblies for the.Government of the church be- 
fide Claſſical and Congregational, all which we call 
ernodical, As 15. Paſtors and Teachers, and other 
urch Governors ( as alſo other fitperſons, when it 
ſhall be deemed expedient ) are members of thoſe 


I Aſſemblies which we call Synodical,. where they have 


2 lawfull calling thereunto. os _ 
- Synodical Aſſemblies 'may Iawfully be of ſeveral 
forts, as Provincial, National, and Oecumenical. 

' Itis lawful and agreeable to the word 'of God, 
that there be a ſubordination of Congregational,Claſ- 
fical, Provincial , and National Affemblies for the 
Government of the Church. Ng 


—__—— 


| Of Ordination of Miniſters. 
v7 Nder the head of Ordination of Miniſters is to 
be conſidered, either the DoQrine of Ordination, 


«|| or the power of it. 


IN 


Tenching the Dofrine of Ordination. 
O man ought totake upon him the office ofa 
Miniſter of the Word withoyt a lawfull calling, 
fobn 3.27. Rom.zo«I 4,15. Fer 14-14, Heb.5. 4. 
Ordination is alwayes to be "continued in the 
Church, T7:#4 1.5.1 Tim.5. 21422: 
- Ordinatiou is the ſolemn ſetting apart of a perſon 


to ſome publick church office, Numb, 8.10, 11, 14,154 
22.AG&s 6.3,5,6. 

Every Minifter of the word is to be ordained b 
*1mpoſition of hands, and prayer with faſting, by thoſe 
preaching Presbyters to whom it doth belong, 
8 Tim.5,22. As 14.23. AGs 13.3, | | | 
It is agreeable to the word of God,and very expedi- 
Gent that ſuch as are to be ordained Miniſters, be de- . 
ligned to ſome particular churchor other yy 
charge 


014) 
charge, Ads 14.23.T3t.'r:5. Ads 20017.and 28; 
He that is to be ordained Miniſter , muſt beduly 
ualified both for life and miniſterial abilities, accor- 
ing to the rules of the Apoſtle, « Tim.3, 2,3,4,5,6, 
- and T:t.1.6,7,v ,9. 

He.is to be examined and approved by thoſe by 
whom he is to be ordained, 1 Tim.3 7,10.&Chaps, n, 
No man is to be ordained a Miniſter for a particular 
congregation,it they of that ' congregation can ſhey 
zuſt cauſe of exception againſt him, x Tim.3, 2.T3t.1,9, 


Touching the Power of Or dination, 

Rdination is the a of a Presbytery,1Tim.4.14, 

The power of ordering the whole work of Or- 

dination is in the whole Pcesbytery,which, when it is 

over more Congregations then one, whether thoſe 

Congregations be fixed or not fixed, in regard of Offi» 

cers or members, it is indifferent as to the point of 
Ordination; s T:m.4.14. 

It 1s very requilite that no ſingle Congregation that 
can conveniently aſſociate, do afſume ta it ſelf all 
and ſole puwer in Ordination. 

£. Becauſe there is no example in Scripture,that 4 
ny ſingle Congregation which might conveniently af- 
ſociate,did afſume to it ſelf-all and ſole power in Or- 
dination, neither is there any rule which may warrant 
ſuch a praiſe. 

2. Becaule there is in Scripture example of an Or- 
dination in a Presbytery over divers congregations;as 
in the Church of Feruſalem,where were many Congre= 
gations, theſe many Congregations were under one 
Presbytery, and this Pcesbytery did ordain. 

The preaching Pcesbyters orderly aſſociated either: 
in Cities or neighbouring Villages,are thoſe to whom 


the impoſition of Hands doth appertain for thoſe-- | 


Congregations within their bounds reſpeRively. 


Some other particu! ars concerning Church Government | 


do yet remain unfiniſhed wbich ſhall be,with all con- 
venient ſpeed, prepared and greſeme to this honora- 
ble Houſe, 


T9. : 


x 


28; 


bedulp 


9 ACCor. 
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Right Honorable t 


'Lords and Commons Aflembled in - 


PARLIAMENT- 


he 


The humble advice ofthe Aſſembly of 
Divines, now ſitting.at ;yeſtminſt?r , 
Concerning 
The Do&rinal part of Ordination of MINISTER 8 + 
O man ought to take upon him the office of- 
” a Miniſter of the word without a lawful cal-! 


ling,Foh.3.27.R2.10, 14,15 Fer.I 4-14 Heb. 5.4. 
2, Ordinatjon is alwaies to be continued in the 


er | 


| 


Church, Tzt.'t.5. 1 Tim. 5.21,2t. 
3 Ordination is the ſolemn ſetting apart of a per- 


e .. | ſonto ſome publick Chnrch Office, Numb. 8. 10,11, 


| 
= 


p 


| 14,19,22. As 6.34546. 


4. Every Miniſterof the Word is to be ordained b 


impoſition of hands, and prayer with Faſting, by theſe 


Preaching Presbyters to whom it doth belong, Tz 


.þ 


$22, Aﬀs 14.236 13:3 5. The: 
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5. The power of ordering the whole work of ord; in. 


tion, is in the whole Presþytery, which, when it is 6. 
ver more congregations gn one, whether thoſe con. 
gregations be fixed or not fixed, in regard of Office 


nation, 1 Tm 4,14. 


or members, it 1s indifferent as to the point of Ordi. Ip4es 


bz 


. 


1s 


len 
j(1 
Fi 
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6. It is agreeable to the word of God, ant p — þ1kr 
expedient, that ſuch as are to be ordained Miniſters eh 


be deſigned to ſome particular church or other Mini. 
ſerial charge, A&s 14,23. Tit.1,5. As 20,178 28; 


7. He that is to be ordained Miniſter, muſt be duly #4... 
þ rpg both for life and Miniſterial abilities, ws. Pie: 


ing to the rules of the Apoſtle, « Tim. 3.2 =, 
Tit,1.5,6,7,8,9. 3 3*25 3343 53 6 


» 


8. Heis to be examined and approved of by thoſe ono 
by whom he is to be ordained, r T77.3,7, 10.0 5,22, |y; 


9. No man is to be ordained a Miniſter for a parti- 
cular congregation, if they of that congregation can 
_ Juft cauſe of exception againſt him, 1 Tzm.3, 2; 

zt,T,7. | | 

0. Preaching Presbyters orderly affociated, either 
in Cities, or neighbouring Villages, are thoſe to whom 


the impoſition of hands doth appertain, for theſe | 


congregations within their bounds reſpeGtively, Tim, 
4-04. : « 
It. In extraordinary caſes, ſomething extraordi- 
nary may be done, until a ſetled order may be had, yet 
keeping as near as poſiible may be to the rule, 2 Chron, 
29. 34,35,36-2 Chron. 30.2,3,45. 

12,There is at this time ( as we humbly conceive ) 
an extraordinary occaſion for a way of Ordination for 
the preſent ſupply of Miniſters, 


The Direftory for Ordination of Miniſters, 


'T being manifeſt by the word of God, that no man 


ought to take upon him the Office of a Miniſter or 
the Goſpel, until he be lawfully called and ordained 
thereunto. And that the work of ordination 1sto be 
performed with all due care, wiſdome , . gravity and 


hic 
V 


aret 


wp 
2nd 


ſolemnity, | 


ah Fr 


|. Hemnity, we humbly tender theſe direQtions as rev 
ording. þ "ogy obſerved, 2 ; 
Itis 0} Firſt, He that is to be ordained, being either nomi- 
ſe con. fated by the people, or otherwiſe commended to the 
Office ſpresbytery for any place ,. muſt addreſs himſelf to the 
* Ord | bytery., and bring with him a Teſtimonial of his 
” * Taking the Covenant of the three Kingdoms, of his di- 
! Ve fpence and proficiency in his Studiesz3 what degrees 
ſtery Jje hath taken in the Univerſity, and what hath been 
Mini-Jjje time of his abode there 3 and withall of his age, 
28. Thich is to be twenty four years, but eſpecially of bis 
- Guy Bite and converſation. | 
ccor-T which being conſidered by the. Presbytery , they 
56 [xreto proceed, to enquire touching the Grace of Go 

- ſhim, and whether he be of ſuch holineſs of life as 15 
thoſe requiſite in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and to examine 
5522 [im touching his learning and ſufficiency , and touch- 
artl- Jp the evidences of his calling to the holy Miniftry 

cal 1:1d in particular his fair and dire& calling to that 


- 4 places 


ther : | 
hom The Rules for Examination are theſe. 
tele / 
0 | t. fThat the party examined be dealt withall in a þyge 
"y therly way, with miladneſs of ſpirit, and with ſpeciall ye. 
 1ſhe3 tothe gravity, modeſty and quality of every one. 

jt] 2. He ſhall be examined touching bis skil in the Origi- 
Me [ral Torgues, and his tryal to be made by reading the He- 

) brew and Greek T eſtaments,and rendring ſome portion of 
-/ | ſome imo Latin; and if he be defeftive in them, enquiry 

ſhall be male the more ſtrittly afier his other learning, and 

whether he hath 5k3ll in Logick and Philoſophy. 

3 What Authors in Divinitv he hath read, and 3s beſt 
aequainted with :, ad tryal ſhall be made in his knowledoe 
of the grounds of Religion, and ability to defend the Ortho- 
'þ dox Dofrine cont ained in them, apainſt all unſound and 
erroneows opinions , eſpecially theſe of the preſent age 1, of his 
3kl in the ſenſe and meaning of ſuch places of Scripture as 
ſhall be propoſed urito him, in caſes of Conſcience , and in 
[the Chronology of the Scripture, &the Eccleſs aſtical Hiſtory. 
4s If 


or 


6... GS. 4 
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4. If he hath ot before preached in pubtique, with, = þ 
probation of ſuch as are able to jndp, he ſhall,at a cm & 
zent time aſſepned him, expound before the Prexbyteyy all fe £ 
8 place of Scripture as ſhall be given him. Chr 

5. He ſhall a'ſo, within @ competent time, frame aj the 
corrſe in Latin upon ſuch a common place or Contromy thei 
in Divinity as ſhall be aſſigned him , and exhibit uh pivi 
Presbytery ſuch Theſes as expreſs the fum. theresf, ol to 
maintain a Diſpute upon them. - + as 


js t 
| be « 

6, He ſhall preach before the people, the Precbytey, o| the 
ſome of the Miniſters of the Word appointed by them, hy| joy 
Ing preſent, Cn 
7. The proportion of his gifts in velgtion to theplaa| Th 
w:2to which he js c11led, ſhall be conſ$dered, thr 
8... BeſeJe the tryal of his gifts in preaching, he ſpall thi 
derpo an ex1mination im the Premiſes two p daye, by 
end more, if the Presbytery ſhall julg it neceſſary, cer 
9. And as for him that hath been formerly ordaineli| ho! 
Miniſter, and is to be removed to anothey'chayge, - be ſbi | ſab 
bring a Teſtimonial of his Or4ination, and of his abiltiy 
and Converſation, whereupon his fitnes foy-that place ſoul Pr* 
be tryed by his Preaching there, (if it ſhall be judged m-| Wa 
ceſſary J by a further examination of him, h 
3. In all which he being approved, he is to be ſeat] 
tothe Church where he is to ſerve, there to pread|9! 
three ſeveral days, and to converſe with the- pev- 
ple, that they may have tryal ofhis gifts for theirs 
difgcation, and may have time and occaſion to et- 
quire into, and the better to know his life and .Cotv 
verſation., : by 


4. In the lat of theſe three days, appointed. for 
' the tryal of his gifts in Preaching, there ſhall be ſent 
from the Presbytery to the Congregation, a publick 
intimation in writing, which ſhall be publickly rea 1 
before thepeople ; and after affixed to the Church 


davr, tolign'fie, . that ſuch a day a competent _ 


(19) 
embers of that Congregation nominated 
vs, ſhall appear before the presbytery , to 
: "np conſent ade. approbation £5 ſuch a man to 
ery ſud]. he their Miniſter, or otherwiſe to wn in with all 

Chriſtian diſcretion and meekneſs what exceptions 
" ad} they have againſt him; and if upon the day appointed 
tro] there be no juſt exception againſt him, but the people 
it uh} give their conſent, then the Presbytery ſhall proceed 
eof, all to Ordination. 

5. Upon the day appointed for Ordination, which 
is to.be performed in-that Church, where he that is to 
be ordained is to ſerve, a-ſolemn Faſt ſhall be kept by 

tery, a the Congregation, that they. may the more earneſtly 
m, by joyn in prayer for a bleſling upon the Ordinance of 
Chriſt, and the labours of his Servant-for their good. 
e pag] The Presbytery ſhall come to the place, or at leaft 
\| threeor four Miniſters of the Word ſhall be ſent 
1404p] thither from the Presbytery; of which one appointed 
dayej by the Presbytery, ſhall preach to the people con- 
cerning the Office and duty of Miniſters of Chriſt,and 
_ pe the people ought to receive them for their work 
e aKes, . $ 
lt} 6- Afﬀer the Sermon, the Miniſter who hath 
ce fu] preached, thall in the face of the Congregation de- 
d m.j mand of him who is now to be.ordained concerning 
his faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and his perſwaſion of the 
c ſent] fruth of the Reformed: Religion according to the 
reach | Scripture 3 His {incere intentions anJ ends in defir- 
-peo-| 10g to enter into this Calling; His diligence in pray- 
ere | gy Reading, Meditation, Preaching, Miniſtring the 
o en- | Sacraments, D'ſcipline,and doing all Miniſterial Du+ 
Cons | les towards his charge 3 His Zeal and faithfulneſs in. 
mantaining the truth of the Goſpel, and Unity of 
the Church againſt error and Schiſm 3 His care that. 
for | bimſelfand his Family may be unblameable and ex- 
ſeat | ples to the Flock 3 His willingneſs and humility - 
lick || 2 meekneſs of :Spirit, to ſubmit unto the Admoniti» 
ead | ONS of his Brethren , and Diſcipline of the Church 3 
rh | And his reſolution to continue in his Duty againſt all 
- trouble and perſecution. 
r 


ith, -n 


In 
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In all which having declared himſelf, qiledtiabrur 
willingneſs and promiſed his endeavours KO Webb. i. 
of God ; The Miniſter likewiſe ſhall demW&ofthh..; 
People, concerning their willingnels to receiveath m: 
acknowledge him as the Miniſter of Chriſt, andtoWr : 
bey and ſubmit unto him, as having rule over thaay|'x1, 
the Lord, and to maintain, encourage and allift hinkl,s, 
all the parts of his Office, i 
Which being mutually promiſed by the people, Won 
Presbytery, or the Miniſters ſent from them for Orflhar 
nation, ſhall ſolemnly ſet him apart to the Officemllina 
Work of the Miniſtry, by laying their hands on himich 
which is to be accompanied with a ſhort prayer ghou 
bleſling, to this effe&, { 
Thankefully acknowledging the great mercy of God, wlaart 
ſending Feſus Chriſt fey the redemption of his People, allgoin 
for his aſcenſion to the right and of God the Father , ml] 1 
thence pouring out his Spirit, and giving gifts to men, Pe: 
pofttes, Evangeliſts, Projhets, P ſtors , and Teachers, frlyit] 
the gathering and building up of bis Church, nd for fittm0rd 
and inclining this man to this great work 5 To enireat bn upo 
t6 fit him with his holy Spirit, to give bim ( who inWhoi 
name we thus ſe: apart to this holy ſervice ) o fulfil them 1 
of his Miniſtry in all things, that he may both ſave hinſfſ{h: 
and his people committed to his charge, . fro 
9. This or the like form of prayer and ble{ling b&-ſhel 
ing ended, let the Miniſter who preached, briefly e-|yer 
hort him to conſider of the greatneſs of his Office atdſeye 
Work, the danger of negligence both to hirifelf and 
his people, the bleſſing which will accompany li 
faithfulneſs in this life, and that to come 3 and wit 
all exhort the people to carry themſelves to himasto|. 
their Miniſter in the Lord , according to their ſolem! 
p1omiſe made before 3 and ſo by prayer commendiny 
both him and his Flock to the grace of God; ate 
ſinging ofa Pſalm, let the Aſſembly be diſmiſſed witt |. | 
a Ble(ling. 
10. Ifa Miniſter be deſigned to a CongregatiM | V 

' who hath been formerly ordained Presbyter accordin | t 


to the form of Ordinantion which hath been wy « 
chur 


(21) 
Kelihurch of England, which we hold for ſubſtance to 
#wh&+ valid, and not to be diſclaimed by any who have 
2" Of thije eived it, Then there being a cautious proceeding 
1Veath matters of Examination, let him be admitted with- 
nd tout any new Ordination. 

 thenkſ'xx, And-in caſe any perſon already ordained miniſter 


{t linkb;gScotland; or inauy other reformed Church , be de- 
Efned to a congregation in England, he is to bring 
ple, Wifom that church to the Presbytery here, within which 


r Vidfhat congregation is, a ſufficient teſtimonial of his Or- 
hicemfination, of his life and converſation while he lived 
on fpich them, and of the cauſes ofhis removal 3 And 
Iyer Ekoundergo ſuch a tryal of his fitneſs and ſufficiency, 
;ad to have the ſame courſe held with him, in other 
God, iy; ticulars, as is ſet down. in the rule immediately 
{e, aſ8ving before touching Examination and Admiſſion. * 
Y , af, 12, That Records be carefully kept in the ſeveral 
ren, #|Þresbyteries, of the names of the perſons Ordained, 
ers, ſtlvith their teſtimonials, -the time and place of their 
y ftiy[0rdination, of the Presbyters who did impoſe hands 
eat Fſupon 9% and of the charge to which they are ap- 
0 1 W hointed, 
2m] 23, That no Money or Gift, of what kind ſoever, 
binþifſhbal be received from the perſon to' be ordained, or 
irom any, on his behalf, for Ordination, or ought elſe 
'g b-fbelonging to it, by any of the Presbytery, or any ap- 
«pertaining to any of them, upon what: pretence ſ0- 
ever. 


with] Thus far- of ordinary rules and courſe of Ordination 


ast0] inthe ordinary way ;, That which concerns the extraor- | 


lem | © dinary ay, requiſzte to be now prattiſed, followeth. - 


witt | 1, In theſe preſent exigences, while we cannot have 
| UyPresbyteries formed up to their whole power and 
coal _ and that many Miniſters are to be ordained for 
din! | the ſervice of the Armies and Navy, and too 


the] congregations where there is no Migiſter at all 3 an 
arch : wher® 


Perſon, as by them ſhall be judged fit for the ſervice 
of that Chur ch and Peoph e 
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where ( by reaſon of the publick trouble,) the people 
cannot either themſelves enguire cut and find out 
one who may te ataithful Miniſter for them, orhave 
any with ſafety ſent unto them for ſuch a ſoleny 
tryal-as was betore mentioned in the ordinary Rules, 
eipecially when there can be no Presbytery neer w 
to them, to whem they may addreſs themſelves, q 
which my core or ſend to them @ fit nan to be or | 
dained in tar Corgregaticn, and fer that people 
And yet notwithſtanding , it is requiſite -that Mini. 
niſters.be orCaingd for ther, by ſcme'; who keine ſe 
apart themſelvs for the work of the Miniſtty, bar 
power to Jcyn inthe ſetting apart cf others, why 
are found fit and worthy. In thoſe cafes until þ 
Gods bleſling the aforeſaid difficulties may tet 
ſcmegocd meaſure remcvec; let ſ{cme Godly Mini 
ſters in cr abcut the City of Londen, be Celignedty 
Fublick authority 3 who being aſſociated , may d- 
Cain Miniſters for the City, and the Vicinity , keep- 
ing as neer to the orcinary Rules torcner- 
tioned , as poſiible they may 5 And let this aſo-| 
ciation be for no other .intent or purpcſe, but nel 
for the work cf Ordiraticn, 

2, Let tle like :ficcaticn te mace by the 
ſzre authority in great Tcwns, ard theoneightc- 
rivg Par.C&es in the ſeveral Counties, which are 
at the preſent quiet and urdiſtmted, to do the like | * 
for the parts adjaceNts . 

3. Let ſuch as are choſen or apointed 
for the Service of the Armies cr Navy be or 
Cained, as aſcreiaid , by the Aﬀſcciated Mr 
Niſters cf Lenden 4, or ſcrre others in 1he Ceunt!y, 

4 Let them do the like , when ary nan flal 
duly and Lawfvlly te recemmenced to ihcm for ite 
Miniftry of any. Corgregaticr, who carrot enJ0j 
libertie to have 2 tryal of his parts and atilives , 
and defire the help of ſuch Miniſters ſo aſicct- 
ed, forthe tetter furniſing of them with ſucha 
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